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Considering Postgraduate Study
SESSION OUTLINE

	Title:
	Considering Postgraduate Study


	Approximate length:
(state if/how it can be flexible)

	One and a half hours or cut into two sessions with a research task between the two.


	Aim:
	To provide resources and a structured opportunity to review ideas about postgraduate study 


	Learning Outcomes:
	By the end of  the session participants will:

Know some of the resources available to them to discover more about postgraduate study

Understand and have evaluated some of the uncertainties about postgraduate study




	Group:
	Penultimate or Final year undergraduates


	Room requirements:
	Access to internet and audio facilities

Flexibility to allow group discussion


	Materials: 


	Card Sort Exercise (see below)


THE SESSION

	Introduction:
	This session will cover the main considerations you might have about undertaking postgraduate study.  It is a participative and interactive session and will point you to lots of other resources to help you decide whether or not to do a postgraduate course now. 


	Activity 1: 


	Questions about doing postgraduate study

Listen to Millie talking about her decision to do postgraduate study at:  http://www.studentstories.co.uk/audio/details.php?id=677
In pairs discuss what you think about:

1 What has influenced Millie’s decision?

2 What is concerning about her new course?

Draw up a list of the types of questions you have about postgraduate study.  Try to form these questions into groups and write a clear title for each group’s questions on a post it note.

Gather the groups of questions under headings such as:

What types of courses are there?

How do I know if I’m good enough to do postgraduate study?

How do I apply?

How are courses funded?

How will I study?

Where will it lead?

During the course of this session we will either answer these questions or show you resources where you can find answers for yourself.

	Activity 2:
	Sequencing

Listen to Beth talking about her expectations of PG Study

http://www.studentstories.co.uk/audio/details.php?id=420 

As a whole group draw a time line showing the steps in Beth’s career to date.  

Review the order of these.  Can you imagine what would have happened if she had pursued her original plans.  Put her original plans on to a parallel time line.  

Compare the two timelines and discuss with a partner how different sequences of events might have led to different outcomes.  Is there a right or wrong sequence for Beth?




	Activity 3: 


	Reassessing the Future

Play the video clip: http://www.studentstories.co.uk/videos/details.php?id=750 

In pairs summarise Nina’s change of mind after her Masters Course.

What has changed for her?  And what do you think about this?

What outcomes from a postgraduate course are more likely to be certain than others?  Use the card sort game to consider what you can expect from a postgraduate course

Review the game to highlight the considerations that can be made before applying to a course.




	Activity 4:


	Plenary and Conclusions

Whole group discussion on the issues about postgraduate study.

Encourage further thought and consideration of pros and cons


	Resources:
	A useful reference for understanding more about what is involved in postgraduate study:

Wisker, G. (2001). The postgraduate research handbook: succeed with your MA, MPhil, EdD and PhD. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 


Resource: 

Postgraduate Study Card Sort

· Copy one set of these cards for each small group of participants.  

· Ask them to discuss each statement and decide where to place each card on a continuum that stretches from definite through probable to uncertain.

· Participants should be encouraged to fill in a few blank cards with their own statements and include those on their continuum too.

At the end of a Masters course, I expect  ……

	I’ll have more debt
	I’ll be more stretched intellectually 
	I’ll have made new friends
	I’ll know what I want to do for my career



	I’ll get a better job than I can get now


	Employers will be interested in what I have studied
	I’ll be more employable
	I’ll be able to go on to do a PhD

	I’ll know more about my subject


	I’ll have written a dissertation
	I’ll know more about the world of work


	I’ll feel more confident in my academic ability

	I’ll have enjoyed another year of studying


	I’ll know what I want to do next
	I’ll be able to earn more money
	I’ll have enjoyed reading interesting books and articles
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