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Seminars/small group teaching: a session for staff

SESSION OUTLINE

	Title:
	Seminars/small group teaching 


	Approximate length:

	Flexible


	Aims:
	To introduce new teachers to a range of strategies for small group teaching 
To open up discussion of issues relating to small group teaching 

To listen to student voices and to take seriously the issues raised by personal experiences of higher education


	Learning Outcomes:
	Not specified, as this is not a complete lesson plan. 


	Group:
	Can vary 


THE SESSION

	Introduction:
	Student Stories provides a rich range of audio clips of students discussing their experiences in university seminars/small groups. The aim here is to highlight useful clips and to suggest ways in which these clips could be drawn on by those leading teaching and learning programmes. As such, this is not a complete plan for a single lesson, rather I propose two different ways in which clips could be incorporated into workshops on seminar/small group teaching.  


	Activity 1: 


	Ask session participants to go to www.studentstories.co.uk before they attend the session to listen to student experiences of seminars/small groups. Ask them to input ‘seminar’ as a keyword into the search box, and to listen to several of the clips – I would suggest at least 5 clips. 
Ask session participants to listen to the clips with the following questions in mind: 
· What issues about small group teaching are being raised by these students?

· How similar/different are these experiences from my own experiences of small group teaching when I was a student?

The first part of the session can then consist of a debrief from participants, in which they can share both their own experiences of seminars/small group teaching and those of the interviewees on Student Stories. Of course, if your session participants fail to do this preparation, this is a great way to start a conversation on ‘what to do if your students don’t prepare for their seminar’!


	Activity 2:
	The clips from Student Stories can be used as ‘case studies’ in a workshop on teaching seminars/small groups. For each clip, the group could be asked to do the following: 
What range of issues are raised in this clip?

How could a student like this be encouraged to participate more fully in a seminar?

Propose some practical teaching strategies that you might want to try using with a group which included this student. 
Clips which might work particularly well with this case study approach are:

· Natasha talks about not contributing in seminars

(key issues: cultures of not wishing to contribute/students not wanting to appear too clever or too confident)
· Adrian talks about finding seminars ineffective

(key issues: how students and seminar leaders want to engage in the seminars; whether seminars are for ‘going over’ material or for critical engagement; whether teachers sometimes discourage discussion and engagement)
· Kasim talks about preferring seminars with his own lecturer rather than the PhD student tutors

(key issues: relationship between lectures and seminars; roles of postgraduate tutors and lecturers; managing diverse approaches to the same topic) 

· Roz talks about negative experiences in seminars 

(key issues: teaching sensitive subjects; standards of politeness in classroom settings; encouraging debate)
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